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Texas District Uses Inquiry to Blend 
Technology Skills and Curriculum 
Inquiry’s core subject projects engage Georgetown ISD students.

Taking Technology to the Next Level 
Although Georgetown Independent School District (ISD) 
has made technology available to students for years, 
many schools had not truly integrated technology into 
their learning culture. Dedicated computer lab time gave 
students the opportunity to learn computer skills, but the 
skills were often in isolation from real-life applications. 

In 2014, Georgetown ISD adopted Learning.com’s TA-TEKS 
curriculum Inquiry to help bridge this gap. “We were trying to 
switch away from just learning to use the computer to using it as 
a tool to learn,” says educational technologist Marcie Lindsey. 

“The fact that Inquiry is already tied to the core subject 
area TEKS and the topics that are covered has really 
helped us,” says educational technology coordinator Kim 
Garcia. “We’ve been striving for years to write lessons 
that would align with the technology TEKS, but it was 
a lengthy process. Inquiry does that work for us so we 
can just plug it into a teacher’s already-done lesson.”

Infusing Technology into Existing Curriculum 
The Technology Department worked closely with the Curriculum 
Department to place Inquiry projects in a logical sequence for 
each grade level. They then created calendars for each campus, 
with a few weeks set aside for the various projects. Lindsey and 
her co-Educational Technologist, Cori Coburn-Shiflett, met with 
the teachers before each project began to go over the lessons.

“We’ve really worked on the curriculum to place Inquiry 
projects in the scope and sequence of each subject area,” 
says Lindsey. “Now instead of going to the lab once a 
week for 45 minutes of computer time, students work in 
a lab setting when one of their six projects comes up.”

Folding time in the computer lab into the existing curriculum 
has raised interest in technology for both students and 
teachers, says Garcia. “We’re seeing much more integration 
of technology skills in the classroom than we have had in 
years past,” she says. “Teachers are really taking to it and 
using it with kids, and we’re hearing the excitement.”

Preparing Today’s Students for Tomorrow 
Both Garcia and Lindsey compare technology education 
on its own to teaching driver’s education but never 
allowing students to take a car out on the road. 

“I think that authentic trial and error is so important,” Garcia says. 
“I could show and tell, and we could watch a video, but with 
Inquiry, actually learning as you go is the basis of the product.” 

“With Inquiry students are actually using the digital tools for an 
authentic purpose,” says Lindsey. “They’re learning what they’ll 
need to know for when they get to college or the workplace.”
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Teachers Share Their Success with Inquiry
Fourth grade teachers at Georgetown’s Mitchell and Williams elementary schools have had the most 

experience so far with using Inquiry. Here is some of the feedback they shared: 

“My students really enjoyed helping each other use the computer correctly and navigate the different 
websites. Some of them were more computer savvy than others and they liked being the teacher.”

- Patricia Barksdale, ELA Teacher, Mitchell Elementary 

“I usually partner the students up so they can work on their projects together. 
That helps them with their communication skills. It meets so many of the criteria 

in the different objectives and goals that we have, with one program.”
- Rhonda Rucker, ESL Teacher, Williams Elementary 

“I think the students have learned a lot, and they can get around the computer better 
now. Those are skills they’re going to need in their upcoming years.”

- Anne McQueen, ELA and Social Studies Teacher, Mitchell Elementary  

“I found the included pre-tests in Inquiry to be a valuable tool. We went through the pre-tests as a 
whole class, in order to facilitate a discussion on what they were going to do in the projects.”

- Michelle Lawson, ELA and Social Studies Teacher, Williams Elementary

“Since we’ve done the lesson on PowerPoint presentations, my daughter is now fascinated 
by PowerPoint. The other night our coaches were talking about healthy foods, and she 

went home and made a PowerPoint on healthy foods to eat just for fun.”
- Amy Heil, Library Media Specialist & Parent, Mitchell Elementary

About Learning.com
Learning.com is a national leader in providing digital literacy solutions that help prepare students for online assessments, school, 
college and their future careers. The company offers a complete digital literacy curriculum for grades K-8 that engages students as 
they develop critical skills such as keyboarding, business applications, online safety, computational thinking and coding. Founded in 
1999, Learning.com currently partners with one in six U.S. school districts and serves more than 4 million students each year. The 
company has earned more than 30 industry awards, including ISTE 2017 Best of Show, 2017 Award of Excellence from “Tech & 
Learning Magazine” and “The Oregonian’s Top Workplace” for 2017 and 2016.


